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CONSERVATIVES’ WRITINGS 
 
William Rehnquist, “The Notion of a Living Constitution,” Texas L. Rev. (1975) 
 
Clarence Thomas, “Toward a Plain Reading of the Constitution,” How. L.J. (1987) 
 
Antonin Scalia, “Originalism: The Lesser Evil,” U. Cinn. L. Rev. (1988) 
 
Antonin Scalia, “The Rule of Law as a Law of Rules,” U. Chi. L. Rev. (1989) 
 
Thomas Merrill, “Bork v. Burke,” Harv. J. L. & Pub. Pol’y (1995) 
 
Antonin Scalia et al., A Matter of Interpretation (1997) (main essay by Scalia, with 

responses from Laurence Tribe, Ronald Dworkin, Gordon Wood et al.) 
 
Steven Calabresi, ed., Originalism: A Quarter-Century of Debate (2007) (collection of 

landmark talks and papers, including key speeches from Attorney General Ed Meese 
and the response from Justice William Brennan) 

 
 
CRITICAL RESPONSES 
 
Paul Brest, “The Misconceived Quest for the Original Understanding,” Bos. U. L. Rev. (1980)   
 
H. Jefferson Powell, “The Original Understanding of Original Intent,” Harv. L. Rev. (1985) 
 
Jack Rakove, Original Meanings (1996) 
 
Cass Sunstein, “Originalism,” Notre Dame L. Rev. (2018) 
 
 
HISTORICAL OVERVIEWS 
 
Johnathan O’Neill, Originalism in American Law and Politics (2005) 
 
Steven Teles, The Rise of the Conservative Legal Movement (2008) 
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