January 14, 2025: INTRODUCTION / WHAT IS CONSERVATISM?
TEXTS

Continetti, Introduction

Schneider, Introduction

READER

Samuel P. Huntington, “Conservatism as an Ideology,” The American Political Science
Review 51, no. 2 (June 1957): 454-73.

“The Declaration of Independence” and “The Constitution of the United States of America”
in The U.S. Constitution: A Reader (Hillsdale, MI: Hillsdale College Press, 2012), 5-9; 47—66.

January 17, 2025: NO CLASS

No class due to instructor business travel.
January 21, 2025: The 1920s
Continetti, Chapter One

READER

Calvin Coolidge, “Speech on the Occasion of the 150th Anniversary of the Declaration of
Independence” (Speech: Philadelphia, PA, July 5, 1926).

January 24, 2025: THE 1930S
TEXTS

Continetti, Chapter Two
Schneider, 2944

READER

Turner Catledge, “10 POINTS DRAFTED; Attempt Made to Unite All Conservatives and
Moderates on Plan,” The New York Times, December 16, 1937.




January 28, 2025: HAYEK REVIVES CLASSICAL LIBERALISM

TEXTS

Continetti, 61-69

Schneider, 49-67

January 31, 2025: EX-COMMUNISTS AND ANTI-COMMUNISTS
TEXTS

Continetti, 69—-80

Schneider, 135-148

February 4, 2025: MCCARTHY & BUCKLEY, WEAVER & KIRK
TEXTS

Continetti, 80-111

Schneider, 91-121

READER

Joseph R. McCarthy, “Lincoln Day Address,” in The Rise of Conservatism in America, 1945—
2000 (Boston and New York: Bedford/St. Martin’s, 2008), 40—43.

William F. Buckley Jr., “Introduction to the Twenty-Fifth Anniversary Edition,” in God and
Man at Yale: The Superstitions of “Academic Freedom” (Washington, D.C.: Regnery, 2021),

xxi—1viii.

Richard M. Nixon, “When you go out to shoot rats,” in Richard Nixon: Speeches, Writings,
Documents, ed. Rick Perlstein (Princeton, NJ: Princeton University Press, 2008), 83—87.

February 7, 2025: NO CLASS

No class due to instructor business travel.



February 11, 2025: National Review
TEXTS

Continetti, 113-130

Schneider, 195-205; 161-168
READER

National Review, “Why the South Must Prevail,” August 24, 1957, in The Rise of Conservatism
in America, 1945—2000 (Boston and New York: Bedford/St. Martin’s, 2008), 52—54.

“William F. Buckley, Jr. Speaks out for Conservatism” in Basic History of American
Conservatism, ed. Robert Muccigrosso (Malabar, FL: Krieger Pub., 2001), 180—183.

February 14, 2025: LEO STRAUSS AND THE STRAUSSIANS

TEXTS

Continetti, 130-134

READER

Willmoore Kendall, “Equality and the American Political Tradition,” and Harry Jaffa, “Equality
as a Conservative Principle,” in Keeping the Tablets: Modern American Conservative Thought,
ed. William F. Buckley Jr. and Charles R. Kesler (New York: HarperCollins, 1988), 71-83; 83—
104.

Leo Strauss, “Letter to the Editor: The State of Israel (1957),” in Jewish Philosophy and the
Crisis of Modernity: Essays and Lectures in Modern Jewish Thought (Albany, NY: State
University of New York Press, 1997), 413—-414.

February 18, 2025: FUSION AND THE JOHN BIRCH SOCIETY

TEXTS

Continetti, 134-159

Schneider, 207-230



READER

Robert Welch, “From The Blue Book of the John Birch Society,” in The Rise of Conservatism in
America, 1945-2000 (Boston and New York: Bedford/St. Martin’s, 2008), 54—59.

William F. Buckley Jr., “Goldwater, the John Birch Society and Me,” The Wall Street Journal,
February 27, 2008.

February 21, 2025: THE GOLDWATER CAMPAIGN
TEXTS

Continetti, 159-171

Schneider, 68-90; 231-246

READER

Robert H. Bork, “Civil Rights—A Challenge,” The New Republic, August 31, 1963

“Barry Goldwater Opposes the Civil Rights Act of 1964” in Basic History of American
Conservatism, ed. Robert Muccigrosso (Malabar, FL: Krieger Pub., 2001), 186—188.

Milton Friedman, “The Goldwater View of Economics,” The New York Times, October 11, 1964.

Ronald Reagan, “Rendezvous with Destiny,” October 24, 1964, in The Rise of Conservatism in
America, 1945-2000 (Boston and New York: Bedford/St. Martin’s, 2008), 69—72.

February 25, 2025: BUCKLEY, REAGAN, & WALLACE
TEXTS

Continetti, 173—188

READER

Ronald Reagan, “The Republican Party and the Conservative Movement,” in Tear Down This
Wall: The Reagan Revolution, 59—60.

William F. Buckley Jr., “Prologue,” in The Unmaking of a Mayor, 50" Anniversary Edition
(New York: Encounter Books, 2015), 3—10.

“George Wallace for President Brochure” in The Rise of Conservatism in America, 1945—
2000 (Boston and New York: Bedford/St. Martin’s, 2008), 75-76.

February 28, 2025: NO CLASS



No class due to instructor's business travel.

March 4, 2025: THE RETURN OF RICHARD NIXON
TEXTS

Continetti, 189-195

READER

Richard M. Nixon, “What Has Happened to America?” in Reader’s Digest, October 1967.

Frank S. Meyer, “Defense of the Republic,” in The Rise of Conservatism in America, 1945—
2000 (Boston and New York: Bedford/St. Martin’s, 2008), 81-82.

“Irving Kristol on Conservatism and Capitalism” in Basic History of American Conservatism, ed.
Robert Muccigrosso (Malabar, FL: Krieger Pub., 2001), 189—191.

March 7, 2024: MIDTERM EXAM

WEEK OF MARCH 10, 2025: AU SPRING BREAK

March 18, 2025: Nixon in Power

TEXTS

Continetti, 197-220

Schneider, 275-335

READER

Richard M. Nixon, “The great silent majority of my fellow Americans,” in Richard Nixon:
Speeches, Writings, Documents, ed. Rick Perlstein (Princeton, NJ: Princeton University Press,

2008), 170-190.

Spiro Agnew, “Two Speeches,” in The Rise of Conservatism in America, 1945-2000 (Boston
and New York: Bedford/St. Martin’s, 2008), 77-80; excerpt from 82-93.

“Leading Conservatives ‘Suspend Support’ of Nixon,” Human Events, August 7, 1971.

Aram Bakshian Jr, “An Open Letter to the Manhattan Twelve,” The New York Times, March 2,
1972.

March 21, 2025: WATERGATE AND ITS AFTERMATH * LAST DAY TO WITHDRAW
FROM CLASS



TEXTS

Continetti, 221-243

READER

George F. Will, “Unraveling,” National Review, May 11, 1973.

“Come Home, Democrats,” The Washington Post, December 7, 1972.

James L. Buckley, “Buckley Statement on Nixon Resignation,” The New York Times, March 20,
1974.

March 25, 2025: THE PRAIRIE FIRE
TEXTS

Continetti, 243-265

READER

The Rise of Conservatism in America, 1945-2000 (Boston and New York: Bedford/St. Martin’s,
2008), 94-121.

Ronald Reagan, “The New Republican Party” (Speech: Washington, D.C., February 6, 1977).

“The Moral Majority and Its Goals” in Basic History of American Conservatism, ed. Robert
Muccigrosso (Malabar, FL: Krieger Pub., 2001), 195-197.

Jude Wanniski, “Introduction to the Revised and Updated Edition,” in The Way the World
Works, 20" Anniversary Edition (Washington, D.C.: Regnery, 1998), 345-363.

Robert L. Bartley, “Michael 1,” in The Seven Fat Years: And How to Do It Again (New Y ork:
Free Press, 1992), 43-59.

Jeane J. Kirkpatrick, “A Neoconservative’s Views on Foreign Policy,” in Basic History of
American Conservatism, ed. Robert Muccigrosso (Malabar, FL: Krieger Pub., 2001), 202-205.

March 28, 2025: PRESIDENT REAGAN

TEXTS



Continetti, 267-288

Schneider, 341-361

READER

Thomas Sowell, “Politics and Opportunity: The Background,” in The Fairmont Papers: Black
Alternatives Conference, December 1980 (San Francisco: Institute for Contemporary Studies,

1981), 3—-18.

Robert H. Bork, “A Jurist Calls for Judicial Restraint,” in Basic History of American
Conservatism, ed. Robert Muccigrosso (Malabar, FL: Krieger Pub., 2001), 192—-194.

The Rise of Conservatism in America, 1945-2000 (Boston and New York: Bedford/St. Martin’s,
2008), 126—134.

Charles Krauthammer, “Essay: The Reagan Doctrine,” Time, April 1, 1985.

Charles Krauthammer, “The Reagan Doctrine,” The Washington Post, July 19, 1985.

April 1, 2025: THE CONSERVATIVE CRACKUP

TEXTS

Continetti, 288-309

Schneider, 373—-378; 383-393; 395412

READER

Allan Bloom, “Our Listless Universities,” National Review, December 10, 1982.

R. Emmett Tyrrell Jr., “The Coming Conservative Crack-Up,” The American Spectator,
September 1987.

Francis Fukuyama, “The End of History?” in The National Interest, summer 1989.
Samuel P. Huntington, “The Clash of Civilizations?” in Foreign Affairs, summer 1993.

Charles Krauthammer, “The Unipolar Moment (1990),” in Things That Matter: Three Decades
of Passions, Pastimes, and Politics (New York: Crown Forum, 2013), 321-332.

David Frum, “From Dead Right,” in The Rise of Conservatism in America, 1945-2000 (Boston
and New York: Bedford/St. Martin’s, 2008), 149—153.



April 4,2025: PRESIDENT CLINTON
TEXTS

Continetti, 309-325

Schneider, 424435

READER

William Kiristol, “A Conservative Looks at Liberalism,” Commentary, September 1993.

William Kiristol, “The Politics of Liberty, the Sociology of Virtue,” in The New Promise of
American Life, ed. Lamar Alexander and Chester E. Finn Jr. (Indianapolis: Hudson Institute,
1995), 120-128.

Rush Limbaugh, “Why Liberals Fear Me,” Policy Review, fall 1994.

Charles Murray, “The Coming White Underclass,” The Wall Street Journal, October 29, 1993.

William Kristol and Robert Kagan, “Toward a Neo-Reaganite Foreign Policy,” Foreign Affairs,
July/August 1996.

William Kristol and David Brooks, “What Ails Conservatism,” The Wall Street Journal,
September 15, 1997.

Charles Krauthammer, “How Fox News Opened America,” New York Post, June 10, 2009.

April 8, 2025: NO CLASS

No class due to instructor's business travel.

April 11, 2025: PRESIDENT BUSH AND THE POST-9/11 WORLD
TEXTS

Continetti, 327-340

READER

“The End of Containment,” The Weekly Standard, December 1, 1997.

President George W. Bush’s First Inaugural Address (Speech: Washington, D.C., January 20,
2001).




President George W. Bush’s Second Inaugural Address (Speech: Washington, D.C., January 20,
2005).

David Frum, “Unpatriotic Conservatives,” National Review, April 7, 2003.

Responses to “Unpatriotic Conservatives” in “Frum Forum,” National Review, May 19, 2003.

Charles Krauthammer, “Democratic Realism,” in Things That Matter: Three Decades of
Passions, Pastimes, and Politics (New York: Crown Forum, 2013), 333-351.

David Brooks, “A More Humble Hawk,” The New York Times, April 17, 2004.
WEEK OF APRIL 14, 2025: NO CLASS DUE TO INSTRUCTOR TRAVEL
April 22, 2025: REFORM CONSERVATISM AND BEYOND

TEXTS

Continetti, 341-355

READER

Yuval Levin, “Putting Parents First,” The Weekly Standard, December 4, 2006.

Ramesh Ponnuru, “The Empty Playground and the Welfare State,” National Review, May 28,
2012.

Ross Douthat and Reihan Salam, "What's the Matter with the Working Class?" in Grand New
Party: How Republicans Can Win the Working Class and Save the American Dream (New Y ork:
Doubleday, 2008), 131-165.

Angelo M. Codevilla, “America’s Ruling Class—And the Perils of Revolution,” The American
Spectator, July 16, 2010.

Charles Murray, "The New American Divide," The Wall Street Journal, January 21, 2012.

APRIL 25, 2025: IN-CLASS WRITING ASSESSMENT

MAY 2, 2025: FINAL EXAM



